Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting Minutes
May 21, 2026


Attending
Fr. Ernest, Katie Johnson, Melissa Pakurar, Cathy Jones, Tom Bahr, Alex Clark,
Erin Drumm, Lois Ann Guschke, Joyce Navary, Melisa Phillingane

Absent
Arlene Masters, Chris Colohan, Chit Peters, John Thompson


Cathy Jones led the group in opening prayer.

New Stations of the Cross
Melissa Pakurar presented pictures and descriptions of four different Stations of the Cross styles. The Parish Council members present voted for their preference. Parishioners will be offered an opportunity to view the samples and express their thoughts before a final decision is made.

Holy Water Fonts
Melissa Pakurar reported that two new holy water fonts have been installed near the main entrance doors. They were placed at a height to be wheelchair accessible.   

Stewardship
Katie Johnson reported that the next step will be a meeting between David Sams from the Catholic Community Foundation and Fr. Ernest along with representatives from our Parish Council and Finance Council.   

Enhancements to Hallway Entrance to Condon Hall 
Melissa Phillingane has been working on making the hallway into Condon Hall more attractive. She has installed a floral-patterned window cling on the windows and plans to add it around the door as well. Since a display case will be added in that space, she suggested removing the pew that is currently there and replacing it with a smaller one and adding a cushion. She has noticed that the lights need to be cleaned and the bulbs replaced. She will also enlist some help in cleaning the outside of the windows.  

St. Ann 2.0
Cathy reported that Lori Dalhoff, the cohort facilitator will be here on Friday afternoon, June 5, from 2:00 - 4:00 to meet with the St. Ann leadership group. Parish Council members are also invited and encouraged to attend. It will be a sharing process with guidance on how to move forward. On Saturday, June 6, she will meet with St. Ann’s together with the other three parishes in our cohort. While each parish chose a different focus, the process is the same. Cathy commented that we did not get the participation that was hoped for, but Joyce Navary added that those who did attend the sessions that were offered for St. Ann parishioners were very engaged. There was a diverse group of participants as far as ages and length of time at our parish. The process enabled everyone to speak. Alex mentioned forming a committee to reach out to people who need visits and also hearing requests to bring back “tables for eight”. Every group had suggestions. These will all be put together for follow-up.

Podcast Suggestion
Alex Clark would like to pursue a St. Ann podcast, perhaps monthly, featuring such things as announcements with commentary, religious history, history of St. Ann parish, and interviews with parishioners focusing on their faith journeys and growth. Interviews would be in-person, on-site at St. Ann’s, and audio only. Alex already has personal equipment he can use. He would just require a quiet space to get started. Alex has explored the equipment that Richard Bland College has invested in, but improvement to equipment could be expensive. Pat Clements has some additional suggestions, and Elise Chapman suggested getting youth involved. Concern was raised about possible legal issues, licensing requirements, copyright infringements, YouTube set-up, and diocesan guidelines that need to be considered in advance.

Mission Statement
Cathy presented an abbreviated mission statement to the group for review and input. This is considered a start and will be presented for parishioner input in the fall. 

Welcome Table
The Welcome Table will continue during the summer. It will be set up in the Commons the first weekend of the month after all Masses as a defined spot to ask questions and/or express interest in specific areas.

Parish Accomplishments
Cathy went over a list of overall accomplishments at St. Ann that have been achieved during the three-year period of this Parish Council group. These were parish-wide endeavors, and the list was intended as a look-back on what has been achieved as a parish. 

Closing
Fr. Ernest led the group in closing prayer.

Parish Council will not meet during the summer months. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 17, 2026.
